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70 . Die Lunæ * February, 1734: * 


K& N Obe er d by che Lords Spiritual und Tem- 


poral in Parliament aſſembled, That 
che Tias Noce be, and zug hetes 
by, given to the Lord Biſhop of Lande 
for the Sermon by him preached before this 
Houſe on Thiutſday 22 ir the Abbey- 
Church, We minſer : and he is hereby 3 
fired, to kahle e the ſame to be forchyith N 1 
and publiſhed. | 
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Being the Day appointed to be kept as the 
Day of the Martyrdom of 


King CHARLES the Firſt 
. By the Right Reverend 
70 HN. Lord Biſhop of Landaff. 
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HosE A x. and the latter Part of 
the õth Verſe. 


Ephraim hall receive Shame, and 
Iſrael — be aſhamed of his own 


Aris not particularly ſi oY d, in 
= the Text or Context, what 10 


do Counſel was, that Iſrael was 


3 here told, would be the Cauſe 
of his Shame; but there are Grounds from 
the Words, to judge that the King and the 


wiſe Men had propos d to compaſs ſome 
certain Point, which, if it could be effected, 


would: be of Aae e to the Publick; a 


it appears, that the Prophet difapprov d of 
Om, by which they pn 'd to bring 
hog. i 
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frequent Refuſals of F 


ic about; and aſſur d them, they were im- 
vroper and fifa, ad Would Jeg ment 
of the End, Which was Renard ; but they: 
would not hearken to the Voice of the Pro- 
phet, or be caution'd againſt the Evils, that 
awaited them, till God withdrew himſelf 
from them, and brought Diſtreſſes upon 
them, which ended in the Captivity of the 
King and Nation. 


* 


he Citcuraſtatces of the Tiints, Which 
the Law of this Day refers to, may be re- 
duc'd to the following Analogy wich) the 
Hiſtory of the Text: That, tho the Counſels 
within the Limits of theſe Tranſactions W 
not the Counſels of the King, they involv'd 
the King, and the Authors of them, in De- 
ſtruction; that the Authors of them, in like 
manner with Ephraim and . Tſrgel, ſpent 
Time in deliberating, how they might pro- 
cure Advantages to the Publick ; and that 
they purlu'd their Intention, by Methods 
which were diſpleaſing to God (I mtan, hy 
ace, when it was of- 
fer d them, and ſeeking after Reaſons of He- 
lay); and that this gave Leiſure to unrea- 
ſonable and cruel Men to conſpire in black 


Deſigns, 


to the Shane and Reproach of the Authors 
of the Couaſel; for God deliver d them up 
to be eyil intreated thro Tyrants and Op- 
preflors ; their King (the Breath of their 
* 28 was taken from them, and they 
loſt their antient Liberty, and underwent a 
cruel Bondage for many Years. 

As the fartheſt Period ro which this Law 
has a Retroſpect, is the Beginning of the 
Yeac 1646, I {hall likewiſe look no farther 


back, than within the Views of that Period; 


only I ſhall obſerve, that the voluntary Re- 


Ritution, which was afterwards made to the 


Crown, of ſo many Prerogatives, and par- 
ticularly of the Power of the Militia, ſeems 


to intimate, that the great 3 might 


have been anſwerd, tho the People had 
ceas'd from their Demands before the Con- 


troverſy about the Militia Bill began, when 


that Prerogati ve (or Branch of Sovereignty) 
which the Parliament had obtain'd to pro- 


rogue and diſſolve themſelves, might have 


been alſo ſuperſeded! by the Conſtitutional 
Expedient of frequent ' Parliaments, which 
would have proportion d the Remedy to the 


7:16 Evils 5 
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Deſigns, and afterwards. to campaſs them, 
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Evils; whereas their perſiſting to retain the 
Prerogative to prorogue and diſſolve them- 
ſelves, and to endeavour to extort the Diſ- 
poſition of the Militia, . only charg'd their 
Remedies with noxious Ingredients; which 
ſtill brought on Evils, that requir'd farther 
Remedies. 25110 F 
One Reaſon, why the Law has no farther 
Retroſpect than to this Period, ſeems to be, 
that this Period, began with giving ſome 
Light to hidden Machinations, which brand- 
ed the Tranſactions of many fubſequent 
Years with the blackeſt Infamy, and gave 
Occaſion for aſſigning this Ground for the 


Act, that we may implore the Mercy of 


God, that neither we nor our Poſterity may 
at any Time hereafter be viſited for the Sins 


which brought on the Events of thoſe Times, 


and conſequently that Poſterity may never 
incur the Guilt of them 5 which had this ex- 
traordinary Malice in the Progreſs of it, that 
thoſe, that incurr'd 1t, had not the Authority 
they pretended to, and if they had had it, it 
was contrary to the fundamental Laws of 
the: Reabn' ro exccare e 1114 


| The 
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The Events of this Period were likewiſe 


the fitteſt for the Notice of a Penitential 


Law, as this was the Time, when Jealouſy 
and a Diſtruſt in the Providence of God, 


began firſt in this Quarrel to be notoriouſſy 


connected, and to have no other Difference, 
than what is obſerv'd between a Cauſe, and 
the Effect; when Men ſeem'd determin'd to 
renounce all Publick Faith and Dependance on 
Laws and Compacts, and to abandon them- 
ſelves to deſperate Jealouſies, which produc'd 
all thoſe Evils, which afterwards enſu'd ; 
but to that time had generally kept a virtu- 
ous Appearance, as i they had been only 
watchful to prevent Encroachments, and 
mingled only with Zeal for the Publick 
Gooduioci odio: La 3 
It was this fatal Connexion, which firſt 
excited Men to attempt to diſſolve the Mo- 
narchy and erect a Republick, and ſo change 
the Conſtitution (as they thought) into a 
more perfect Form of Government, which 
might not be ſubject to the Evils then com- 
plain d of: It muſt have had great Influence, 
when they could reſolve at once to lay aſide 
all Regard to the Rights of Families, to Ex- 
ür B perience, 
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erience, to the Temper of the Nation, to 
the Dignity of the Sovereignty, to Uſage, to 
Statutes, to Acquieſcence, to Compromiles, 
with the other Conſtituents of the Political 
Structure, and fly to this new unpractis'd 
Inſtitution; as if, ſince it cou'd not be ſub- 
ject to the Evils then complain d of, it wou'd 
be likewiſe free from all other greater Evils; 
and as if the Will of ſome Perſons only 
(whoſe Purpoſes it then ſerv'd) was ſuffici- 
ent to make a Tranſition ſafe, which had fo 
many Fences to level; and which, as it 
cou'd not be juſtify'd by any former Prece- 
dent, ſo it cou'd not but be expected, that 
ſuch an unexampled Proceeding might open 
the Reaſon, why it never was attempted be- 
fore, namely, that the more the Deſign of 
ſubverting the Monarchy ſucceeded; the 
nearer it would approach (as it actually did) 
to another Form, which was not ſo unna- 
tural to many, but that much Blood had 
been ſpilt in former Ages to exclude it. Molt 
And as this Attempt to ſubvert the Mo- 
narchy, and erect a Republick, had never 
the leaſt Countenance from the Example of 
preceding, Ages; ſo; at the late Revolnion, 
| s when 
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when a Claim to a diſpenſing Power had 
ſhaken the Grounds of Obedience, and it 
was reſolv d to aſcertain the Rights of the 
Subject, che People ratify d the Juſtice of the 


Proceeding, not by propoſing to take the 


Reins of Government into their own Hands, 
which they had no Right to, but by conti- 
nuing the Monarchy, and the other Laws of 
the Conſtitution, as neceſſary Conditions of 
their own Safery and Happineſs, which Ju- 
ſtice did not reſtrain. them to provide for: 

And, when the, great Queſtion was ſatisfac- 
torily anſwer d, Which was the moſt legal 
Way to preſerve the Conſtitution; or, How 


they might beſt ſecure the, Means to live 


godlily, and quietly in this. preſent Life, ac- 
cording to the Rules of the, Goſpel, and the 
Laws of the Lens the Troubles were 
forthwith compos d, "and Iſrael grew again 
as a Lit, and of forth his Roots, Ts Jer 
banon. 

It appears ** the Accounts of the 2 
which are the Subject of this Day, chat orb 
the Articles of this Queſtion were 
like manner, often debated, tho that nh 


concem d Religion proceeded. from federal - 
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Conveniencies only; and there were no other 
Anſwers ever given, but what might have 
ſatisfyd Men, that kept the End of the 
Quarrel in View ; for the End of the Quar- 
rel oniy could explain, what were the pro- 
per Demands for a Reconciliation; and 
many, from the Beginning, did not refuſe 
to acquieſce in the Anſwers, and grew jealous 
of their own Victories, and apprehended 
the Time might come, when ſome 'of the 
Inſtruments of their Succeſs might forget the 
Cauſe of the War, and ſeem to think it was. 
only intended for their own Elevation. 


But there were others of a moſt reſpecta- 


ble Name, who would not provide againſt 
the greateſt Dangers ; they would not fore- 
ſee, that there was more Safety in giving 
Peace to their Sovereign, who did not refuſe 


ro enter into any Obligations to perform the 


Conditions of it, than in uniting in doubtful 
Confederacies, to renounce a Peace, in a 


manner, on any Terms; and they perſiſted 


ſo long in their Diſtruſt, that it was hard to 
ſay, which was in the greateſt Danger, the 
King, or themſelves: But as they were not 
as yet apprehenſive of their own Danger, _ 

| the 
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the Deſigns, which were levell'd at them, 
were conceal d with the utmoſt Subtilty, it 
may be averrd in general, that there was 
no other Paſſion ſo proper to be practis'd 
upon, as a Diſtruſt of the King: And it 
rov d an effectual Cement of a general Re- 

luctance to haſten the Pacification; which 
was ſo much the longer delay'd, as Ad- 
vantages were taken by thoſe, who had 
an Intereſt to foment the Jealouſies, from 
the State of the Monarchy at that time, 
which did not ſo very ſtrongly appear to be 
limited by any expreſs Record of recent 
Date, notwithſtanding the frequent Uſe of 
Parliaments in the Reigns immediately pre- 
ceding; and as this had all along made the 
King unwilling to part with Prerogatives 
| thro” Perſuaſion only, it ſupply d the pub- 
lick Enemies with injurious Inſinuations, 
that, whatever were the Rights of the Peo- 
ple, there was Reafon to ſuppoſe, the King 
look'd upon them as worn out by Non- 
claim and Diſuſe ; and that it could not but 
be apprehended by him, that, at beſt, they 
were Rights of Preſcription only, and not of 
natural Claim, ſince it was well known, was 
| tnere 
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there were many about him, who had in- 


form'd him of a Copy of the original Con- 


tract, (if | may thus ſpeak in Allegory) 
which had been authenticated by the Patri- 


archs, and differ d from that which was ap- 


peal'd to by the People; as others vindicated 
X obſolete Precedents as Law, which ex- 
cluded the Parliament from their legal Influ- 
ence on the Government: And as Victory 
had not at all determin'd the Points in Con- 
troverſy, and was far from having the ſame 
Power to convince, as it had to reſttain, 
this likewiſe added Fuel to the Jealouſies, 
that they had no better Security for preſerving 
what they had gain d, than a Covenant with 
a Martial Prince, that he would oo 
Obligations, which a great Number of his 
Subjects already declard to be null; and 
they were not likely to be fewer, when the 
Prince ſhould be reinſtateee - 
If theſe, and only thefe Evils could have 
happen d, which were in View, it is certain, 


they were more than ſufficient to ſupply them 


with anxious Suggeſtions, that, without 


, Vide Stat. 16. Car. I. Cap. 14. TW 
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great Care, they might poſſibly be obhg'd 
ro begin the Work again. The Apptehen- 
ſion of the Evils preſs d them; the Remedy 
was uncertain ; yer not more uncertain, than 
the Remedy of other great Evils, where the 
Efficacy -of the Remedy depends on the Ob- 
ligations of a virtuous Mind. 979 

Was there then no Tribute to be paid to 
the perſonal Character of the Prince? or 
were the Reſtraints, they were going to lay 
upon him, unlawful, and conſequently ſuch, 
as he might not think himſelf bound to abide 
by? and was this the Cauſe of their Diſtruſt? 
There has been no perfect Anſwer prepat d 
to this Queſtion; only it ſeems probable, 
the Approaches of a Peace might have miti - 
gated the preliminary Demands, which would 
have bound the Sovereign ſo much the faſter 
to Performance ; but whatever Obſtacles the 
Doubt of the Performance of rigorous En- 
gagements might have thrown in the Way of 
a Peace, or whatever Queſtions' might have 
ariſen upon it, which were hard to be an- 
ſwer' d, this one need not ſo much ſcruple to 
ſay, that had this Prince reign d in an Age, 
when the Limits of Prerogative and Obedi- 


* 
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ence had been ſeteled by Statutes, and chen 
violated ſome important fundamentals of 
Libeny, they might indeed have better juſti- 
fy'd their irreſolute Counſels; they — 
. pleaded, that if Virtue is db frtneſt 
Baſis of human Covenants, it would require 
time to deliberate, how the Agreement could 
be made ſafe without it. Had he been an 
unjuſt, irreligious Prince; had his Sentiments 
of Juſtice and Morality. been doubtful; had 
his great Heart been capable of Fear, ac in- 
clin'd him to promiſe, what he could: nosſay 
himſelf, whether he ſhould keep or not; this 
might have been likewiſe a Reaſon for ſuſ- 
pending the Agreement; for Hiſtory ſhew'd 
them * on whom they were not to — 
but it did not appear to Man, that he had 
any of theſe Blemiſhes in his Character. 
The Faults of Government he committed, 


were the Acts of a Mind too long unen- 


lighten'd by. Oppoſition, and- form'd from 
the Beginning to the Maxims , of, abſolute 
Will ; and he purſu d the Maxims, not be- 

cauſe hey were unjuſt, but becauſe he ſeem d 


* vide Hiſt. of Henty HI. who did not appear ts have 
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ro think it unjuſt to renounce them; and 
the Notion might have been the more im- 
printed on his virtuous Mind, as it is hard 
to find out, whether there were any, that 
did not once give him Reaſon to believe, 
they look d upon abſolute Power as his 
Birth-right : lt is certain at leaſt, that the 
Number of thoſe that did, need not ſeem 
the leſs, for that ſo many Thouſands after- 
wards ſhed their Blood in Diſavowal of their 
Profeſſions; it may be rather admitted, that 
if new Methods of Government, without 
the Advice and Conſent of the People, be- 
oat new Principles in fo many, of the People, 
the King had leſs Realon to be unwilling to 
diſclaim the conteſted Prerogatives, than 
they had to change their Maxims : For this 
(I believe) will always appear to be true, 
that whatever theſe Maxims are, which 
Time, and Utility, and Veneration, have 
utter d in Favour of the Crown, they gene- 
rally preſume the King to be in perfect Uni- 
on with his People: They ſuppoſe him mi- 
niſtring the Reins of Empire, as a Father 
governs a private Family, to whom they 

| refer 
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reter thew Cares, and fubmit their Deſires ; 
bur when the Springs of Government ſtarc 
from this Center, the Maxims. abate of their 
Force, and ſhall be ſubjected to Diſtinctions; 
till at length even the Power of Statutes ſhall 
be queſtion'd, tho' made by joine Authority, 
and Reaſons ſhall be fought after to prove 
their Injuſtice, and Hiſtory ranſack d to diſ- 
cover their illegal Inſticution, or Survival of 
Intention, * or Inconſiſtency with the ſuc- 
ceeding Changes of the State: As in like 
manner the Maxims ſhall be try d or con- 
fronted by Precedents of Diſcontent and high 
Reſolutions, which are to be met wich in 
Records: Whereas the Maxims had this Sta- 
bility, and will always retain it, that they 
were the Flowers of gentle Seaſons, when 
the Land was bleſs'd with Tranquillity, and 
Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſſed each other: 
The Precedents were the Off- ſpring of Wrath 


* Vide Stat. 16. Car. I. Cap. 10. entitled, An AF, for 
regulating of the Privy Council, and for taking away the 
Court, commonly called the Star-chamber: Alſo, Gap. 11. 
entitled, A Repeal of a Branch of a Statute, 1. Eliz, con- 
cerning Commiſſioners for Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical. 
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and Tumult, generally not leſs dangerous 
to thoſe that aſſert them, than the Sallies of 


Fury to Madmen, in which they ſhew ſur- 


prizing Strength to compals their own Ruin: 
But the Maxims and. Precedents both may 
be deny d to be politically true, except when 
the King and People are & mutually diſpos d 
to renounce the precarious Pretenſions, which 
are raisd upon them. 
Doubtful Suggeſtions, I ſay, had all this 
while perplex'd the States of the Kingdom, 
which then remain'd ; they were tortur'd all 
this while with an uncommon” Dilemma, 
not knowing what more to ask, or how to 
acquieſce in what was granted: Uncom- 
mon, I ſay, with reſpect to former Trou- 
bles, where generally the Quarrel ended with 
the Succeſs of the People: But with reſpect 
to the Times, how call'd to Remembrance, 


the Apitarions were not new, the ſame having 


happen'd to them before the War began; 
when from many Incidents of the preceding 
Tranſactions, they judg d, they had Grounds 


nde Preamble to Stat. 12. Car. II. Cap. 23. 
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to believe, they cou d never miſtake in ask- 


ing farther, unleſs they were ſure they ſhould 
be forgiven for what had been already ex- 
torted : Which ſcems to be the Reaſon, why 
they came more than once to Reſolutions, 
to deſpiſe all Securities, that were granted 
them, and repeat their Agprievances ane w, 
and demand the Power of the Militia, and 
appeal to the Original Contract, and per- 
form the Functions of Sovereignty, making 
the ſame Injuries, which had been already 
atron'd for, the Grounds of a farther Appeal: 
contrary to the Example which we meet 
with in the Word of God, Exod. ii. 1 1. where 
ir is obſerved, that, tho' Moſes took upon 
him to exerciſe a Sovereign Act, by ſlaying 
the Egyptian, he did not do it after the Re- 
dreſs was obtain'd, but becauſe he knew by 
the Spirit, it was in vain to ſue for it. 

But what if it be ſaid, that they deferr'd 
the Peace purely upon the Proſpect of Uti- 
lity, and that they were free from the Re- 
ſtraints of Diſtruſt, and ſtaid only to fee 
whether Time might not have ſuggeſted a 
purer and more perfect Scheme of mona 

chica 


ſpects, they waited then for the Iſſue of doubt- 
tul Remedies, which would be apt to nou- 
riſh ſome dangerous Diſeaſe. They might 
have ſtaid for ever, if they propos d to 
make an earthly Government perfect; for 
God will never ſuffer it, except in the firſt 
and general Maxims. If they, intended to 
contract the Rights of the Crown to a nar- 
rower Mould, (I believe) it will, be eaſily 
agreed, they could not ſuppoſe, their Pro- 
ceedings would be quite unexceptionable, 
without a Tender of Compenſations, to ſa- 
tisfy the King and his Succeſſors, whoſe, na- 
rural Rights they were as much obliged, in 
Juſtice and Policy, to maintain, as their 
own : But when the Compenſations ſhould 
be ſettled, who is it that could ſay, the 
Conſtitution would be perfected, or not 
even worſe by the Change ? Or did they 
| propoſe to do it without Compenfations, and 
to juſtify their Proceedings by ſome former 
angry Claim of the People? If this was 
their- View, they did as Men, who under- 
take to determine Queſtions of Right by ap- 
| pealing 
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chical Government ? If cheſe were their Pro- 
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pealing to the Tenth Commandment, which 
torbids us indeed to remove, but does not 
ſhew us the Landmark, leaving it to be aſ- 
certain d by another Law. Or was it their 
View to limit the Reſtraints of the Crown 
ro the ſuppos'd Period of the Life of a Man, 
and as the Injuries were Perſonal, to level 


their Jealouſies only at the King? If this was 


their Reſolution, they apply'd indeed to a 
Counſel, which had been warranted by a Pre- 
cedent, but not by the frequent Experience 
of * violated Oaths, which juſtify'd the Pre- 
cedent. But there was one Article of their 
Demands, in the Treaty now f alluded to, 
chat had no Precedent, nor 'has 'there been 
any ſimilar Proceeding, where Men have 
2 1 CC 
9 lee Wes 98855 Gren 


of King Jobn, that, in the Year 1258, the Charge 
<< of his Caſtles was taken from him, and committed to 
%% 24 Perſons, who were to entruſt them with ſuch, as 


66 were well affected to the State. * | 


FT The Treaty-of Newport, in the Iſle of Wight, be- 
gun Sept. 18. 1648. The Appointment, Management, 
and Payment of all Forces, by Sea and Land, was to 
be granted from the Crown for 20 Years. «7 


guided 


gud cher, Actions wich a View of juſtify- "M 


ing them; that they ſhould agree to pierce 
the Vitals me the Church, and cover her with 
perpetual Ruin; only to countenance a 
Change of Caution, which was limited to a 
Time, in Mattes, in no wiſe relating, e Be- 
ligion. 

1 It appears, they were buſied abpur thele 
doubrful Queſtions, during the Delay; and 
their Counſels to eſtabliſh a temporary Epho- 
riſm, and utterly to aboliſh a Religious Eſta- 
bliſhmenc, of which all the Relorm's had 
made their boaſt in Chriſt, did not ſegm 
irceſolute ; and Jealouly. invigorated the Dg- 
cer, as it had before preſcribed it. 


would ſrem rang, 8 the Paſſion ſhould 
laſt ſo long. 


jt: But it will be 
conſidex d, that all this time the impure Ine 
tentians of impious Men mix d With and! 
influeac'd all Publick Reſolutipas, who. in- 


fected their Enckuſiaſtical Aſſociates with: 


weaker Paſſions, than they were themſelves 
capable of yielding to, and upp d the Jea- 
louſies 


„that neither Time, nor Events, 
nor 2 Reſentmemus, ſhould alloy 
no Surprize, whan it is 
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loulies with” hidden Fuel, which was the 
harder to be diſcovet'd, as it might have 
been thought, their Stations diſquality'd them 
for- the important Miſchief they intended. 


Which as it was likel to be as well defeated 


by the Tnſticution of a Commonwealth, as 


by a Peace with the King, they equally 
practis'd their Skill to ſcatter and throw into 
[Diſorder the projected Materials of the Corn - 
monwealth; tho they did not do this at 
firſt with any avow'd Intentions to diſturb 
the Syſtem, Bur r by giving ſecret Counte- 
Hance, at the ſame tine to contraty Opi- 
nions, which vreſertg the means of ſup- 
porting it: And When the Commiſſioners, 
who were ſent to treat of Peace, were now 
teturn d from the King; and the king & von- 


ceſſions were vored ' NY; Ground for Peace, 


they ſeiz d on his facred Perſon, and erected 


a Tribunal, and they” would have try d the 
King for Tresſon; and they, flew" the Lords 
Anointed, whilſt Divine Sentences were in 
his * Lys; and the States of the Kingdom 
ſaid, Under his Shadow we ſhall be f fo jo.” 


en wh. * For "4 Zi bv. 20. Th 
E 


The Ferment was rais d at firit by a Breach 
of the Laws of Uſage, by levying Parlia- 
mentary Taxes wichout the Parliament, and 
not convening the Parliament to exerciſe 
their due Influence in the Direction of pub- 
lick Affairs; but when the Injuries remon- 
ſtrated againſt were repair d, when the Claims 
of Uſage were all admitted, when Statutes, 
which had ſurviv d their main Intention, were 
repeal d, when the Parliament had aſſoil'd 
the King, not of having acted criminally 
with reſpect to the War, (for that Charge 
was ſo füll of Problems, that the Queſtion 
ſeem d to be ſuperſeded by Doubt, as well 
as by the ſubſequent Events) but of his 
giving them Reaſons not to be ſatisfy d with 
regard to his future Intentions, which had 
been now for Vears his only Charge, there 
could be no Juriſdiction upon Earth, (even 
tho the King had been ſubject to any) it 

| They deſir-d only, upon this Head, that he would 
recal his Declarations againſt the Parliament, that they 
FI <4" 0 ſeem guilty of High Treaſon, by Stat. 25. 


D could 
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could only be a Meſſage from God, that 
could have juſtify d that Proceeding: And it 
thus far aggravated'the Crime, as their Preach- 
ers were not inſenſible of it, but thought they 
were oblig d to vindicate the Parricide by 
the Example of * Ehud the Benjamite, in- 
timating as if they alſo had receiv d the ſame 
Meſſage: but they did not ſay, they had re- 
ceiv'd it; but ſtill lift up their guilty Hands, 
reeking with the Parricide, to invoke the 
Witneſs of Intentions to juſtify them. 

Bur ſince they forbore to fay, they had re- 
ceiv d the Meſſage, this Circumſtance ad- 
mits, that we conſider them then as political 
only, and not as religious Enthuſiaſts; and 
chen it may be thought, they erected their 
Tribunal on this Ground, that tho; in Ju- 
ſtice, they were reſtrain d, yet, if they pro- 
ceeded, the Guile might be mitigated by che 
Benefit. Let us ſuppoſe, an Impoſtor had 
watch'd his Opportunities, to infect them 
with this raving Sentiment: If this was the 
Caſe with any of them, it was eaſy to deceive 


Fudges iii. 21. 


them; 
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them; for what could be the Benefit ? lt 
may be ſaid of that, which was to come, it 


was not as yet concerted, it was to be writ- 


ten hereafter with Streams of Blood; bur 
the Benefit, which then accrud, will be 

ſhewn by the Events, that happen d, 
when the Deed was committed: I ſhall not 
call them Conſequences, becauſe they gene- 
rally mix d wich, though they could not 
heighten the Horror : The Conſtitution died 
with the King: The & Peerage wither'd away: 
The Patriot ſhrunk under the Rod of the 
Oppreſſor, who ploughed, and made deep 
Furrows in his Back: Taxes were levy d 
by various independent Orders, agreeing 
only in the Tyranny of the Exaction: The 
Laws of the Confſeſſor were threaten'd with 
Fire: The great Charter of the People loft 
its vital Principle. Theſe were {him of 
the immediate Benefits of the Parricide : Bur, 
that they might not loſe the Merit of them, 


Fobn Milton explains the Reaſons of it. Vid. Iterum 
nego, Vertumne, &c. I. 7. & alibi paſſim. Defenſio pro 


Papulo Anglicano. 
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Enchuſiaſts were got ready to congratulace 
them on the Triumphs of the 2 
of whom I make Mention for this Rea- 
fon, that when they had revolted from 
the Parliament, and erected this Tribunal, 

it does not appear, how they pretend- 
ed to give Sanction to their Ordinances, 
or why they uſurp'd a Conſtitutional Name; 
unleſs they deriv'd a Title to their Authority 
from the Approbation of theſe Compurgators; 
many of whom liv'd afterwards to prove 
Examples of that Obſervation of Solomon ; 
* He that ſaith to the Wicked, Thou art 
righteous, him ſhall the People curſe. Then 
they attempted to ſupplant one another, and 
to carry on independent Deſigns; and calling 
to their Aid the Arts of Sedition, and Jea- 
louſy, they poiſon'd the ſtricteſt Friendſhips 
into mutual Perfidy, and fix d Imputations 
on one another, and appeal'd to Calumny 
to render them probable, and rekindled 
high Defires in almoſt the  meaneſt of their 
| eee e 


Prov. xxiv. 24. . 
＋ Theſe Men loo d upon themſelves to be a kind of a Mi- 
litary Houſe of Commons, and demanded, as their Right, 
that the other Houſe of Commons, with all Eſtated ef 
Should 
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armed Tram, to draw them from the Obe- 
dience of thoſe, who had an Intereſt to con- 
teſt their Claims; which gave ſome of the 
Chiefs the Pri vilege to condole themſelves in 
the Words of the Prophet; When thou ſhali 
ceaſe to ſpoil, thou ſhalt be ſpoiled ; and 
when thou ſbalt make an End to deal trea- 
cherouſly, the 7 ſhall deal treacherouſly with 
thee X. And with theſe, and ſuch like Fire- 
brands, they blew up War and Strife in one 
anothers Quarters, where ſome are ſaid to 
have fallen Victims to the Charge of Loy- 
alty, Who had no Purpoſe to ſuffer for 
that Cauſe : which were indeed no unex- 
pected or unnatural Events; ſince it was 
hard to ſay; which of them purſu'd the moſt 
criminal Deſigns; or, if the Deſigns of any 
of them ceas d to be criminal, which of 
theſe took the maſt criminal Pains to con- 
| | ceal 


ſhould divide Eſtates and Power with them. After the 
King's Death, and the Extinction of Parliaments, © they 
flood a Battle in defence of this Demand ; but it was not then 
ACTS £0 i a0; „ 


Ia. wann 1. IB 2 V3 EN TA 
Lord Clarendon's Hiftory, P. 443. Vol. III. Folio. 
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ceal them. ln fine, the Confuſions chang d, 
at length, into a ſettled Tyranny, and one 
Perſon took upon himſelf the Guilt and 
Pains of his fierce Competitors. Theſe 
were the Benefits, which were to come, and 
were therefore of an uncertain Form of 
Exiſtence : Yet they were thus far certain, 
that tumultuous Injuſtice will always be 
pregnant with ſuch Events; which (I hope). 
will qualify the Irkſomeneſs of this unuſual 
Recital, which is generally ſuppreſs'd thro' 
Horror. | | 1 23 
If Applications are only to be made up 
on Matters, which are {low to ftrike * 
Senſes, there need be no Application offer d 
to the foregoing Diſcourſe, nor would it in 
that Caſe be neceſſary here. I ſhall there- 
fore only add theſe few Words, not by Way 
of Application, but ſtill as a Remembrancer 
of palt Evils, which all Men are concern'd 
to contemplate; "That the Senſe of Evils, 
which is natural to Man, gives Reaſon to 
hope, that this Perpetual Law will anniver- 
farily renew the Image of ſuch Trophies and 
fuch Conſequences ; that it will teach Men 


| oO 
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to value the Settlement of the conteſted 
Rints; that it will put Men in mind of 
the Demerit of unprofitable Profeſſions, 
which operated ſo much to the Self- Re- 
proach of ſo many; that it will en- 
liven the Obſervation, that there was not 
any one great Perſonage, that had employ'd 
his Credit to excite the War, chat did not 
_ afterwards feel himſelf cover d with the com- 
plicated Diſgraces of Diſmiſſion, and Envy, 
and Diſdain: And finally, it will ſerve as a 
Leſſon to the People in general, that their 
Security does not depend on the Sallies of 
their Strength, but on their employing their 
; Strength to ſupport Eſtabliſhments, that 
Matters of equal Effect and Impreſſion in 
- every Age, may neder be effac d by heedleſs 
J intoxicating Oblivion, that we may never 
1 chime in with the Ravings of the Man en- 
flam d with Wine *, They have ſtricken me, 


„ and I was not fick, t 
0 I felt it not; auben ſhall I awake I will 
- ſeek it yet again: And I ſay never, not as a 
a | Word of Warmth only, but as agreeing with 
D 1 Prov. xxiii. 33. 

a 1 1 


hey have beaten me, and 


<4 
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the Letter of the || "Law, which c 
no different Meaning from” this, That, 
Men may be incapable of being lle. minded 
with regardtofthoDikeRtion of many Things, 
and the Influence of their: Cauſes, it i 
out of their Power, thro? the Mercy of God, 
and it will be always their chief rele to 
be like- minded, to 1 the Peace of by 
Wen, 1 EA 
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